without distinction, within the class of deaths from external causes, these records have been hidden from the sight of the observer, except at rare and irregular intervals, when (thanks to Dr. Farr) the Registrar-General has turned aside from the welltended figures of the legitimately dead, and brought to light those which tell of the illegitimately dead. A recent instance of this kind is to be found in the last (the 19th) If the proportion of suicides be calculated upon every 1,000,000 individuals living of each sex at different periods of life from the age of ten years, the maximum number of suicides is found to have occurred among males within the decennium 55-65 ; and among females, within the decennium 65-75. In the male sex the decrement of the mortality from suicide was more gradual than the increment, the number of suicides in the three decenniums succeeding the maximum, being considerably in excess of the number occurring in the three decenniums immediately preceding it. In the female sex, the proportion of suicides which occurred between the 45th and 55th years (83*6) differed but slightly from the maximum (84*0) between the 65th and 75th years, and in the intermediate decennium, 55-65, the proportion was 80"2. The decrement of the number of suicides was, moreover, less regular than among males?the number occurring in the decennium immediately succeeding the maximum falling to 43*8, while in the terminal decennium 85-95, the proportion increased to 50*9.
It would seem then, from these returns, that the greatest tendency to suicide, in this country, is manifested in the male sex from the 55th to the 65tli year, in the female sex from the 65th to the 75th year, and that in both sexes the tendency to suicide is greater during middle age and the decline of life than during the earlier periods of life. 
